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§ 71.10 Special recreation permits and 
special recreation permit fees. 

(a) Special recreation permits may be 
required in accordance with procedures 
established by the administering bu-
reaus for specialized recreation uses, 
such as, but not limited to, group ac-
tivities, recreation events, and the use 
of motorized recreation vehicles. In 
any instance where such a permit is re-
quired, the following conditions must 
be satisfied: 

(1) The use complies with pertinent 
State and Federal laws and regulations 
on public health, safety, air quality, 
and water quality; 

(2) The use will not adversely impact 
archeological, historic or primitive 
values and is not in conflict with exist-
ing resource management programs 
and objectives; 

(3) The necessary clean-up and res-
toration is made for any damage to re-
sources or facilities; and 

(4) The use is restricted, to the ex-
tent practicable, to an area where 
minimal impact is imposed on the en-
vironmental, cultural or natural re-
source values. 

(b) Fees for special recreation per-
mits shall be established by all outdoor 
recreation bureaus of the Department 
of the Interior issuing such permits in 
accordance with the following criteria: 

(1) The direct and indirect cost to the 
Government; 

(2) The benefit to the recipient; 
(3) The public policy or interest 

served; 
(4) The comparable recreation fees 

charged by other Federal and non-Fed-
eral public agencies within the service 
area of the management unit at which 
the fee is charged; 

(5) The economic and administrative 
feasibility of fee collection; and 

(6) Other pertinent factors.

§ 71.11 Collection of Federal recre-
ation fees. 

The bureaus of the Department of the 
Interior administering outdoor recre-
ation programs shall provide for the 
collection of entrance fees at the place 
of admission to Designated Entrance 
Fee Areas; they shall provide for the 
collection of recreation use fees and/or 
special recreation permit fees at the 
place of use or at a location reasonably 

convenient for the public and the bu-
reaus.

§ 71.12 Enforcement. 

Persons authorized by the heads of 
the appropriate bureaus to enforce 
these regulations may arrest any per-
son who violates these rules and regu-
lations within areas under the adminis-
tration or authority of such bureau 
head with a warrant or, if the offense is 
committed in his presence, without a 
warrant. Any violations of the rules 
and regulations issued in this part, ex-
cept those in § 71.15, shall be punishable 
by a fine of not more than $100.

§ 71.13 Exceptions, exclusions, and ex-
emptions. 

In the application of the provisions of 
this part, the following exceptions, ex-
clusions, and exemptions shall apply: 

(a) Nothing contained herein shall 
authorize Federal hunting or fishing li-
censes or fees; 

(b) No entrance fee shall be charged 
for travel by private noncommercial 
vehicle over any National Parkway, or 
any road or highway established as 
part of the National Federal-Aid Sys-
tem, which is commonly used by the 
public as a means of travel between 
two places, either or both of which are 
outside the Designated Entrance Fee 
Area; 

(c) No entrance fee shall be charged 
for travel by private noncommercial 
vehicle over any road or highway to 
any land in which such person has any 
property right if such land is within 
any Designated Entrance Fee Area. 

(d) No Federal recreation fee shall be 
charged for commercial or other activi-
ties not related to recreation, includ-
ing, but not limited to, organized tours 
or outings conducted for educational or 
scientific purposes related to the re-
sources of the area visited by bona fide 
institutions established for these pur-
poses. Applicants for waiver of fees on 
this basis will be required to provide 
documentation of their official rec-
ognition as educational or scientific in-
stitutions by Federal, State or local 
government bodies and will also be re-
quired to provide a statement as to the 
purposes of the visit proposed. The use 
of any recreation facilities for which a 
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fee waiver is requested must relate di-
rectly to scientific or educational pur-
poses of the visit and may not be pri-
marily for recreational purposes. No 
Federal recreation fee shall be charged 
any hospital inmate actively involved 
in medical treatment or therapy in the 
area visited. 

(e) No entrance fee shall be charged 
any person conducting State, local, or 
Federal government business. 

(f) No entrance fee shall be charged 
at any entrance to Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park unless such fees 
are charged at main highway and thor-
oughfare entrances. 

(g) No entrance fees shall be charged 
for persons who have not reached their 
16th birthday. 

(h) Until July 12, 1975, no entrance 
fee shall be charged a foreign visitor to 
the United States seeking admission to 
any Designated Entrance Fee Area 
upon presentation of a valid passport. 

(i) No entrance fees shall be charged 
persons having a right of access to 
lands or waters within a Designated 
Entrance Fee Area for hunting or fish-
ing privileges under a specific provi-
sion of law or treaty. 

[39 FR 33217, Sept. 16, 1974; 39 FR 36114, Oct. 
8, 1974. Redesignated at 44 FR 7143, Feb. 6, 
1979, and 46 FR 34329, July 1, 1981, and cor-
rectly redesignated at 46 FR 43045, Aug. 26, 
1981]

§ 71.14 Public notification. 
The administering bureaus shall no-

tify the public of the specific Federal 
recreation fees which will be charged 
at areas and for facilities and uses 
under their jurisdiction. Such notifica-
tion shall be accomplished by the post-
ing of fee information in accordance 
with § 71.4 and the inclusion of such in-
formation in publications distributed 
at each area or facility. Public an-
nouncements, press releases and any 
other suitable means may also be used 
to provide such notification.

§ 71.15 The Golden Eagle Insignia. 
(a) Definitions. (1) The term ‘‘The 

Golden Eagle Insignia’’ (hereinafter 
‘‘Insignia’’) as used in this section, 
means the words ‘‘The Golden Eagle’’ 
and the representation of an American 
Golden Eagle (colored gold) and a fam-
ily group (colored midnight blue) en-

closed within a circle (colored white 
with a midnight blue border) framed by 
a rounded triangle (colored gold with a 
midnight blue border) which was origi-
nated by the Department of the Inte-
rior as the official symbol for Federal 
recreation fee areas. 

(2) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ as used in 
this section, means the Secretary of 
the Interior or any person designated 
to act for him in any matter to which 
this section refers. 

(3) The term ‘‘commercial use,’’ as 
used in this section, refers to any use, 
including the reproduction, manufac-
ture, importation, or distribution, of 
the Insignia the primary purpose of 
which is to make a profit. 

(4) The term ‘‘public service use,’’ as 
used in this section, refers to any use, 
including the reproduction, manufac-
ture, importation, or distribution, of 
the Insignia the primary purpose of 
which is to contribute to the public’s 
information and education about the 
Federal recreation fee program. 

(5) The term ‘‘official use’’ refers to 
uses of the Insignia pursuant to §§ 71.4, 
71.5, 71.6, 71.8, 71.10, and 71.14, includ-
ing, but not limited to, the posting of 
areas, facilities, and uses with the des-
ignation sign described in § 71.4(a), and 
the design of Golden Eagle and Golden 
Age Passports, and uses of the Insignia 
by other Federal agencies. 

(6) The Golden Eagle program refers 
to the Federal outdoor recreation fee 
program, which provides for the des-
ignation of entrance fee areas, recre-
ation use facilities, special recreation 
permit uses, the issuance of Golden 
Eagle and Golden Age Passports, and 
the collection and enforcement of fees 
at Federal areas and facilities and for 
specialized recreation uses established 
by the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Act of 1965, 16 U.S.C.A. 4601–6a 
(Supp., 1974), as amended. 

(b) Licenses for commercial and public 
service use. (1) Any person, business, or 
organization (hereinafter called the ap-
plicant) wishing a license for commer-
cial or public service use of the Insig-
nia must make written application to 
the Secretary stating: 

(i) The nature and scope of the in-
tended use. 

(ii) The applicant’s name and ad-
dress. 
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